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Quo me cungque rapit tempeftas deferor bofpes. 


SA TURD A Y, Oéfober the 13th, 1759. 


To the BUSY BODY. 


(I believe in Tom Brown's works,) that let a 
man’s character, fentiments, or complexion, be 
what they will, he can find company in London 
to match them. If he be fplenetic, he may eve 
day meet companions on the feats in St. James’s Park, wit 
whofe groans he may mix his own, and pathetically talk of 
the weather. If he be paffionate, he may vent his tage 
among the old orators at Slaughter’s.Coffee-houfe, and damn 
the nation that keeps him from ftarving. If phlegmatic, he 
may fit in filence at the Hum-drum Club in Ivy-Lane ; and if 
actually mad, he may find very good company at Bedlam, or 
the Foundery, ready to cultivate a nearer acquaintance. 

Bur although fuch as have a knowledge of the town, may 
eafily clais themfelves with tempers congenial to their own; a 


countryman who comes to live in London finds nothing more > 


dithcult. With regard to myfelf, none ever tried with more 
affiduity, or came off with fuch indifferent fucceis. I {pent a 
whole feafon in the fearch, during which time my name was 
enrolled in four focieties, five lodges, fix convocations, and 
meetings without number. To fome I was introduced by a 
friend, to others invited by an advertifement ; to thele l — 
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duced myfelf, and to thofe I-went bythe name of Smith to 
gain admittance. In fhort, no coquette was ever more folli- 
citoug to match her’ribbons to her complexion, than I to {uit 
my club to my temper, for I was too obftinate to bring my 


temper to confornr'to it. Res 
ALL my afliduity, however, has hitherto proved fruitlefs ; 


the pleafures of one club I found confifted in arguing only, of — 


another in finging, of a third in fotting, and of a fourth in fi- 
lence: Inftead of finding them, as I expected, the feats of 
feftivity, relaxation, and good nature, I was once induced to 
regard them as the pefts of fociety, and that the members 
convened, purely to fhew who could be moft difagreeable. _ 

Tue firit club I entered upon coming to town was that of 
the choice fpirits. ‘The name was entirely fuited to my taitte, I 
was a lover of mirth, good humour, and even fometimes of 
fun, from my childhood. All this I was promifed by an ad- 
vertifement in one.of the papers, and this | was determined to 
vifit. 

As no other paffport was requifite but the payment of two 
fhillings at the door, I introduced myfelf without further ce- 
remony to the.members who were already aflembled. They 
had for fome time degun upon bufinefs, and the GRanp, with 
a mallet in his hand, prefided at the head of the table. I 
could not avoid, upon my entrance, making ufe of all my {kill 
in phyfiognomy, in order to difcover that fuperiority of genius 
in men, who had taken a title fo fuperior to the reft of man- 
kind. I expected to {ee the foul beaming from the eyes, or the 
lines of the face marked with ftrong thinking, in the faces of 
thofe peculiar favourites of heaven; but though I had fome 
{kill in this {cience, I could not for my life difcover any thing 
but pert ignorance, fat, and profound ftupidity. 

My {fpeculations were however foon interrupted by the 
GRAND, who had knocked down Mr. Spriggins for a fong. I 
was upon this whifpered by one of the company who fat next 
me, that I fhould now fee fomething touched off to a nicety, 
for Mr. Spriggins was going to give us Mad Tom in all his 

lory. | 
: A PALE young fellow, who fat at the head of the table, and 
who I found was the perfon pitched upon to exhibit on this 
occafion, endeavoured to excufe himfelf, for as he was to act 
a madman and a king, it was impoflible to go through the part 
properly without a crown, and chains to rattle while he was 
finging. His excufes, however, were over-ruled by a great 
majority, and with much vociferation. The Pretident, initead 
of fetters, ordered up the jack chain, and inftead of a crown, 
our performer was obliged to cover his brows with an inverted 
pewter jordan. After he had ftalked about the room in his 
fhirt and breeches, rattled his chain, and fhook his head, to 


the great delight of the whole company, he began his fong. 
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As I have heard few young fellows offer to fing in company that 
did not expofe themfelves, it was no. great difappointment to 
me to find Mr. Spriggins among the number, however not to 
feem an odd fifb, I role from my feat in rapture, cried out, 
Bravo! encore! and flapped the table as loud as the loudeft. 

Tue gentleman who fat next me, feemed highly pleafed with 
my tafte and the ardour of my approbation, he called me a 
very honett fellow, and whifpering told me, that I had fuffered 
a great lofs, for, had I comea few minutes fooner, I might 
have heard Gee Ho Dobbin fung in a f7p-top manner by the 
pimple-nofed {pirit, at the Prefident’s right elbow, but saving 
but one fong, he was evaporated before came. As I was ex- 
prefling my uneafinefs at this difappointment, I found the atten- 
tion of the company employed upon a fat figure, who with a 
voice more rough than the Staffordfhire Giant’s was giving us 
The Softly Sweet, in Lydian meafure, of Alexander’s Feaft : 
After a {hort paufe of admiration, to this fucceeded a Welch 
dialogue, with the humours of Teague and Taffy; after that 
came on Old Jackfon, with a ftory between every ftanza: Next 
was fung the Duft-cart, and then Solomon’s Song. 

Tue glafs now began to circulate pretty freely ; thofe who 
were filent when fober, would now be heard in their turn ; 
every man had his fong, and he faw no reafon why he fhould 
not be heard as well as another; one entreated the attention of 
the company while he took off Mr. Lowe, another begged to 
be heard while he gave Death and the Lady in high Tafte, while 
another fung toa plate which he kept trundling on. the edges. 
Nothing now was heard but finging, voice rofe above voice, till 
the whole became one univerfal fhout, when the landlord came 
to acquaint the company that the reckoning was drank out. 

RaBLats calls the moments in which a reckoning is men- 
tioned the moft melancholy of our lives, and fuch I now ac- 
tually found them : Never was fo much noife fo quickly quelled, 
as by this fhort but pathetic oration of our landlord; drank out 
was ecchoed in atone of difcontent round the table; drank out 
already! that was very odd! that fo much punch could be 
drank out already :.Impoflible! The landlord, however, feem- 
ing refolved not to retreat from his firft aflurances, the com- 
pany was diffolved, anda prefident chofen for the night enfuing. 

You cannot, Sir, be at a lofs, whether I relifhed fuch ex- 
tatic nonfenfe. ‘To be fincere, I retired home heartily fatigued, 
and refelved never more to frequent a neft of dunces, whe 
had neither variety to fupply future entertainment, nor {kill to 
enjoy the prefent. | 

A FRIEND of mine to whom I was complaining the next 
day of the manner in which I had paffed the night, propoted | 
to bring me to the club that he frequented, which he fancied 
would iuit the gravity of my temper exactly. We have at the, - 
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Mazzy Clit, fays he, no riotous mirth nor awkward ribaldry, 
no confufion or bawling, all is conduéted with wifdom and 
decency, befides fome of our members are worth forty thou- 
fand pound ;, men of prudence and forefight every one of them, 
if thefé are the proper acquaintance, and to fuch I will to night 
if introduce you. I was charmed at the propofal; it at once 

promiféd me entertainment, and flattered my ambition. To 
be acquainted with men worth forty thoufand pounds, and to 
talk wifdom the whole night, were offers that threw me into 
rapture. 

Av feven o'clock I was accordingly introduced by my friend, 
all not indeed to the company, for though I made my beft bow 
a they feemed infenfible of my approach, but to the table at 
| which they were fitting. Upon my entering the room I could 
not avoid feeling a fecret veneration from the folemnity of the 
fcene before me, the members kept a profound filence, each 
with a pipe in his mouth and apewter pot in his hand, grave as 
if feated in the cave of Trophonius, and with faces that might 
be conitrued into abfolute wifdom, or profound dullnefs. Hap- 
py fociety thought I to myfelf, where the members think be- 
ef fore they fpeak, where they deliver nothing rafhly, but convey 
ail their thoughts to each other pregnant with meaning, and ma- 
| tured by reflection ; this, this is the place to learn wiidom |! 

Ey this pleafing delufion I continued a full half hour, expect- 
ing each moment that fome body would begin to open his 
mouth ; every time the pipe was laid down I expected it was to 
fpeak, but, alas! it was only to {pit. At length refolving to 
break the charm myfelf and overcome their extreme difhidence, 
for to this I imputed their filence, I rubbed my hands, and 
looking as wile as poflible, obferved that the nights began to 
grow a little coo/i/h at this time of the year. This as it was 
directed to none in particular, none thought himfelf obliged 
4h to anfwer; wherefore I continued {till to rub my hands and to 
look extremely finall, as the expreffion is. Reiolving, however, 
to make a dernier effort, addreffing the gentieman who fat 
next me, I took notice that the beer was extreme good, intire 
butt, I pretume; to this my neighbour made no reply but 
by a large puff of tobacco fmoak. 

: I now looked on my company as fo many difciples of Py- 
. thagoras, till one of them undeceived me by obferving, that 
i { bread had not rifen thefe three weeks; ay fays another, {till 
oi keeping the pipe in his mouth, that puts me in mind of our 

Mi Molly, who broke her arm about two years ago ; I'll tell you a 

pleafant ftory about that----hem----very well; you muft 
Wy know---but before I begin--Sir my fervice to you---where was 
Hi J---I now found out my companions, and that what I had before 
ve taken for fenfe was only ftupidity. Such men come into fociety 
Ai merely to doze and {will, almoft as deftitute of perception as 


an oyfter which inftiné teaches to open its mouth at the ee 
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of the tide, they lead a life very little above vegetation ; where- 
fore {natching up my hat I walked away without further cere- 
mony ; my departure being as little regarded as my introdution. 

THE fociety to which | was introduced the following night 
was a club of fafkion, and my admittance was to be regarded as 
a mark of peculiar diftinction. On taking my place I found 
the converfation fufficiently eafy and tolerably good natured, 
for my lord and Sir Paul were not yet arrived. I now found 
myfelf completely fitted, and refolving to feek no farther, I 
determined to take up my refidence in this feat of feftivity, 
while my temper began to open infenfibly to the chearfulnefg I 
faw diffufed on every face in the room. But the delufion foon 
vanifhed, when the waiter came to apprize us that his lordfhip 
and Sir Paul were juft arrived. From this moment all our feli- 
city was at an end, our new guefts buftled into the room and 
took their feat at the head of the table: Adieu now all confi- 
dence, every creature now ftrove who moft might recommend 
himfelf to our members of diftinétion. Each feemed now 
quite regardlefs of pleafing any but our new guefts, and what 
before wore the appearance of friendfhip, was now turned into 
rivalry. Amidit all this flattery and ob{equious attention how- 
ever, our great men feemed to take very little notice of any of 
the reft of the company except each other. Sir Paul told his 
fordfhip a long ftory of Moravia the Jew, and his lordfhip 
gave Sir Paul a very long account of his new method of ma- 
naging filk worms; he led him, and confequently the reft of 
the company, through all the ftages of feeding, funning and 
hatching, with an epifode upon mulberry-trees, a digreffion 
upon grafs feeds, and a long parenthefis about his new poftil- 
lion. In this manner we were obliged to travel on withing 
every ftory to be the laft, but all in vain, Hii/s over Hills, and 
Alps on Alps arofe. The ftory had now continued for an hour, 
and as I faw no appearance of its ending, I ftole away jutt 
when his lordfhip was getting his worms into fu// /pin. Tho’ 
I was heartily furfeited with quality, I could not help pitying 
thofe men who are willing to give up liberty and eafe for the 
infipid fatisfaction of being thought to live among the great, 
and who at laft become infupportable to their equals by affect- 
ing the manners of company in which they are defpifed. 

Tue laft club in which I was enrolled a member, was a fo- 
ciety of moral philofophers, as they called themtelves, who 
afiembled twice a week, in order to fhew the abfurdity of the | 
prefent religion, and eftablifh a new one in its ftead. 

As the vicar and I had long been at variance in the country, 
I had always a propenfity to doubt of religion, I expected there- 
fore to have my doubts confirmed into certainty, and promifed 
myfelf fome advantages from a fociety of fcholars, for fuch I 


fuppofed this to be. 
I FouND 
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1 rounp the members very warmly difputing when I arrived, 
not infeed about religion or ethics, but about who had neglect- 
| ed to lay down his preliminary fix-pence upon entering the 
if room. The prefident fwore that he had Jaid down, and fo 
ii {wore allthe company. During this conteft I had an opportu- 
, nity of obferving the laws and alfo the members of the toviety. 
The prefident, who had been, as I was told, lately a bankrupt, 
was a tall, pale figure, with a long black wig; the next to 
him was dreffed in a large white wig and a black cravat; a 
third by the brownnefs of his complexion feemed a native of 
ait Jamaica; and a fourth by his hue appeared to be a blackimith. 
iii Butas their rules will give a more juft idea of their learning and 
HTT principles, I muft beg leave to tranfcribe a few of them, with 
i which I fhall conclude this letter, only obferving that infide- 
lity, like the modes of drefs, being thrown afide by the polite, 
now begin to be put on by the vulgar. 

I. We being a laudable fociety of moral philofophers, in- 
tends to difpute twice a week about religion and prieftcraft. 
Leaving behind us old wives tales, and following good learning 
and found jenfe; and if fo be that any other perions has a mind 
to be of the fociety, they fhall be entitled fo to do, upon pay- 
ing the fum of three fhillings to be {pent by the company in 


punch. 
Il. THAT no member get drunk before nine of the clock, 
upon pain of forfeiting three-pence, to be {pent by the com- 


pany in tobacco. 

IH. THAT as members are fometimes apt to go away with- 

* out paying, every perion fhall pay fix-pence upon his entering 
RT the room, and all difputes fhall be fettled by a majovity. | 

Bi IV. THar fix-pence thal] be every night given to the pre- 


2) fident in order to buy books of learning for the good of the fo-. 
a ciety ; the prefident has already put himit!f to a good deal of 
ft expence in buying books for the club, particularly the works 


of Tully, Socrates, and Cicero, which he will ioon read to 
the fociety. 

a | V. Ax them who brings a new argument againft religion, 
Bi and who being a philofopher and a man of learning, as the 
Bal reft of us is, thall be admitted to the freedom of the fociety, 
| | upon paying fix-pence only. | 
i VI. WHENEVER we are to have an extraordinary meeting, 


Si it fhall be advertifed by fome outlandifh name in the news- 
papers. 

i SAUNDERS Mac WI tp, prefident. 
ANTHONY vice-prefident, 
his mark. 

WILLIAM TurPIN, fecretary. 


wit *,” In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work, Mr. 

POTTINGER, my publifher, at the Duaciad in Pater-nofter-Row, has, in allufion 

iit to his own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Golden Af in his fhop, 

Hid to receive their offerings; and I doubt not but their contributions will make his ia 
Aji as famous for its wit, as Button’s Lion was for its eloquence. 
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